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the merits of the several translations, the work may be pronounced excellent. 
Thousands who have never read a line of Victor Hugo's writings will thus be 
brought into communion with that impetuous and gifted man. 

Mr. Henry James's novel, " The Reverberator,"* deals with certain phases of 
Parisian social life, as experienced by an American family, and also with some 
peculiarities of society journalism. It strikes us as rather dull and commonplace. 

" The Elect Lady,"+ by Dr. George MacDonald, is not entitled as astoryto 
much remark. The character-sketching is good, but there is an absence of anything 
that appeals strongly to the imagination of curiosity, and the interest is sustained 
with difficulty . The scene is laid in Scotland and the people are all Scotch. The au- 
thor's puritanism is reflected in the rather austere pietism of the leading personages. 
Such people as Andrew Ingram doubtless do exist and are subject to like passions 
and emotions as ordinary mortals, and though they live in a world of mysticism, 
into which few are privileged to enter, they are yet not without their admirable 
qualities, and in many things may be studied with advantage. Andrew Ingram 
is a man without a moral feeling, and with original ideas about religion, which 
bring him into a passive kind of antagonism with the hypocrisies and inconsisten- 
cies of conventional churchism. Such men sometimes win the deathless devotion 
of women of a peculiar temperament. The purpose of the writer seems to be to 
show bow this may happen and how people of high moral ideals do their love-mak- 
ing. 

The scene of the little story " Ninette"* is laid in Provence, and the story itself 
illustrates some of the manners and customs of the peasantry of that interesting 
region. Otherwise there is not much to be said about it. Ninette is a pretty type 
of a French farmer's daughter, born to early poverty and hardship, and perse- 
cuted by a virago of a mother-in-law and a middle-aged suitor, who is the villain 
of the plot. How she emerges from her troubles and how life runs along among 
these lowly people form together the backbone of the sketch. 
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